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[^1]: From the Department of Microbiology, Yale University. Aided in part by grants from the Fluid Research Funds of the Yale University School of Medicine.

[^2]: Although in his original description of this organism de Bary spelled the name megaterium (big rod), this has always been assumed to have been a typographical error, and the spelling megatherium (big animal) has commonly been used.^2^ Currently, however, the original spelling is being employed. Anyone acquainted with this big bacillus who also has seen a picture of reconstructed Megatherium---that gigantic, extinct, sloth-like edentate---will sympathize with the author\'s preference for customary usage, although the first printing of the name, right or wrong, undoubtedly has priority.
